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1. Introduction

In the current era of globalization, State Civil Apparatur (ASN) is the most desirable profession for the younger generation,
reflected by the great number of applicants. The enthusiasm of the applicants encourages the government to compile and
establish the professional standards of ASN to address the extent and complexity of demands from the community to obtain
and experience good and quality service from ASN as a form of their dedication to the nation and state. Since the reform
era, ASN is an element that has always been the main focus of the community in the administration of government. In line
with that, there are various complaints and protests from the community regarding the services provided by ASN in various
agencies that are deemed to be inadequate, such as long and unclear service time, low quality of services, low level of
attendance (frequent lateness), low motivation to work, and lack of initiative and creativity at work. The lack of profession-
alism of ASN is regrettably a common sight in various agencies, particularly in regions. Local governments are an extension
of the central government to carry out the objectives and programs of national development in regions. One of the local
governments are the Provincial Government of Southeast Sulawesi, whose vision is the development of Southeast Sulawesi
through the accomplishment of safe, advanced, prosperous and dignified Southeast Sulawesi and mission is to improve the
quality of life of the community, promote regional competitiveness by strengthening local economy and investment, realiz-
ing good government and good governance, and increasing connectivity and partnerships between government, private sec-
tors and community. The implementation of the vision and mission of the Provincial Government of Southeast Sulawesi in
this past 5 (five) years, particularly quality services to the community, has been not optimal, marked by employee withdrawal
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behaviors. It encourages the government to impose disciplinary sanctions to 82 (eighty two) ASN as a result of a number of
both minor and major violations. Based on the data obtained through field observations from August to December 2018, a
number of ASN of the Provincial Government of Southeast Sulawesi, particularly within the scope of the Regional Secre-
tariat of Southeast Sulawesi, violate applicable laws and regulations, specifically regarding discipline and obedience to ap-
plicable norms or regulations, evidenced by the high level of absenteeism. It is presented in Table 1 as follows,

Table 1
The Data of Morning and Afternoon Attendance of ASN in the Regional Secretariat of Southeast Sulawesi from January to
December 2018

Month ASN with low attendance Percentage (%) Month ASN with low attendance  Percentage (%)
January 199 31.44 July 198 31.28
February 249 39.34 August 273 43.13
March 250 39.49 September 196 30.96
April 301 47.55 October 199 31.44
May 277 43.76 November 207 32.7
June 204 32.23 December 243 38.39

Source: The Bureau of Organization and Management, 2019

Table 1 illustrates the high level of absenteeism of ASN in the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi from January
to December 2018, indicating withdrawal behavior of ASN from their organization. As stated by Robbins and Judge (2013),
“withdrawal behavior is the set of actions that employees take to separate themselves from the organization. There are many
forms of withdrawal, ranging from showing up late or failing to attend meetings to absenteeism and turnover.” A study by
Simanjuntak and Rahardja (2013) discovers the high absenteeism and lack of employee performance to carry out their work
with extra time. Meanwhile, working with extra time reduces the rate of lateness and minimizes the number of employees
wishing to move or withdraw. According to Muliana and Makmur (2016), employee withdrawal is caused by low work
involvement and lack of job satisfaction, resulting in lateness and absenteeism. According to Stephen and Robins (2012)
“The voluntary and involuntary permanent withdrawal from an organization can be a problem because of increased recruiting,
selection, and training costs and work disruptions. Just like absenteeism, managers can never eliminate withdrawal behavior,
but it is something they want to minimize, especially among high-performing employees.”. Low timely attendance of ASN
at the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi reflects low work involvement. In fact, there are employees remain
distrustful of their management and leaderships. They perceive that the organization does not treat the employees fairly in
relation to providing rewards and imposing sanctions. Observed from the attitude of employees, it is highly possible that they
go to work merely to fulfil their obligation to be present in the office. They extend their lunch break to reduce their working
time. They are not proud of their division and not creative and innovative for the progress of the organization. Referring to
previous studies by Malinen et al. (2013) and Mannarini and Fedi (2012), creating a good working atmosphere in the organ-
ization, particularly in terms of employee involvement, shall affect employee withdrawal behavior. Responding to the con-
ditions at the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi, it is necessary for the local government to establish programs
or activities in order to increase the motivation of ASN, both the superiors and the subordinates, to achieve the vision and
mission of the organization effectively through human capital investment in recruiting employees as well as selecting and
maintaining the potential employees to avoid employee withdrawal behavior. In addition to lateness and absenteeism, the
main causes of withdrawal include heavy risks, fairness, communication and security from conflicts within the organization.
Declining productivity is also a sign of employee withdrawal behavior. The Chairman of National Institute of Public Admin-
istration Indonesia (LAN), Suryanto (2017) delivers material regarding: “The Direction of HR Development Policy in Real-
izing Human Capital of ASN”. It states that the development of ASN competencies must be carried out by prioritizing aware-
ness, commitment, communication and coordination among stakeholders, particularly in planning competency development
programs for ASN as mandated in the ASN Law and the Government Regulation on ASN Management (LAN RI, 2017).
The awareness of the stakeholders is increased through coordination/communication between superiors and subordinates.
The programs in the annual work meeting can incorporate various intensive training programs to discipline employees in
order to accomplish effective ASN human capital. The level of withdrawal of ASN in the Provincial Government of Southeast
Sulawesi, particularly the work unit of the Regional Secretariat, is assumed to be influenced by several factors, including:

First, Leadership: The administration of local government through regional autonomy mandates a change of leadership
through direct election of Regional Heads every 5 (five) years, hence the changes in the structure of local government. There-
fore, employee withdrawal is greatly affected by leadership. In this case, transformational leadership is considered to be the
most effective leadership style due to its ability to influence, direct, guide, facilitate and motivate subordinates to work well
to achieve organizational objectives.

Second, Organizational Communication: In carrying out their main duties and functions, ASN is required to continue to
collaborate and cooperate with all elements to be able to carry out their work properly, effectively and efficiently. It can only
be realized by a good communication between superiors and subordinates in the organization.

Third, Job Involvement: Involving staff in the implementation of work is a necessary action to motivate and encourage the
confidence of the employees to work well. Thus, this study aims to discover:
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1) The direct effect of transformational leadership on withdrawal behavior;

2) The direct effect of organizational communication on withdrawal behavior;
3) The direct effect of job involvement on withdrawal behavior;

4) The direct effect of transformational leadership on job involvement;

5) The direct effect of organizational communication on job involvement.

This study is expected to be one of the theoretical references of scientific studies, particularly related to the concept of em-
ployee withdrawal currently discussed in several recent studies. The findings of this study are expected to be a reference for
further studies. In practice, the findings of this study shall be used as input and consideration for local governments in deter-
mining strategic policies to reduce employee withdrawal in order to create good government and good governance.

2. Theoretical study
2.1. Theoretical framework
2.1.1 Transformational Leadership and Withdrawal

Transformational leadership is based on the correlation between the guidance and direction provided by the leaderships as
well as the correlation between socio-emotional support provided by the leaderships and the readiness or maturity of the
subordinates in carrying out specific tasks, functions or objectives. Considered the most effective style, transformational
leadership is able to direct and develop subordinates, resulting in their reluctance to leave the organization or show with-
drawal behavior. According to a study by Tangkudung et al. (2015), effective leadership style, in this regard transformational
leadership, has a negative effect on withdrawal behavior. Similar findings are obtained by Rurkkhum and Bartlett (2018);
Pravichai and Ariyabuddhiphongs (2018) and Hoel (2012). Meanwhile, a study by Long et al. (2012) discovers that leader-
ship has no effect on employee withdrawal, indicating the need to be studied further in different types of organizations. Thus,
it is assumed that transformational leadership has a negative effect on employee withdrawal behavior.

2.1.2 Organizational Communication and Withdrawal

Locke (2009) states that communication is a balance between the sender and receiver; between talking and listening; between
what is said, how to say, and when it is expressed; between related tasks and activities; between conveying the types of trust;
between using formal and informal connections; and between communicating with someone of the same age (if the said
someone is a newcomer) and with someone with experience. This balance applies to individuals, teams, departments, or
organizations (Locke, 2009). Studies by Holley et al. (2013) reveals that communication has an effect on withdrawal. Fur-
thermore, Nwagbara et al. (2013) conclude that effective communication needs to be improved to reduce employee with-
drawals. Thus, it is assumed that organizational communication has a negative effect on withdrawal.

2.1.3 Job Involvement and Withdrawal

Lachman and Diamant (1987) state that various models of psychological process lead to withdrawal behavior, implying that
work environment as well as reaction to the job environment may cause either withdrawal behavior or greater focus in
carrying out tasks in the organization. The job environment includes the indications of conflict, variety of tasks, financial
rewards, relationships with colleagues and participation. In this regard, work participation is an indicator of job involvement.
Mannarini and Fedi (2012) as well as Tangkudung (2015) discover that job involvement has an effect on employee with-
drawal behavior. This finding is strengthened by Erdil and Muceldili (2014) that employees avoiding job involvement even-
tually show withdrawal behavior and apathy towards the organization. Meanwhile, Berry and Morris (2008) reveal that high
productivity is an important key for employees in the workplace. By understanding the employees better, HR development
division is able to notice employee withdrawal behavior and the effect of job involvement on the apathy of employees more
easily in order to involve the employees in carrying out tasks (Berry & Morris, 2008). Job involvement is described by
Razzaq (2014) as psychological identification connected to the work and its related image. It indicates a correlation between
job involvement and work performance. Employees with high motivation, commitment and job involvement show a lack of
desire to withdraw from the organization (Razzaq, 2014). Zopiatis et al. (2014) and a similar finding is concluded by Gupta
and Shaheen (2017) that the organization may contribute to the boredom and loss of enthusiasm of the employees. Thus, it
is assumed that job involvement has a negative effect on employee withdrawal behavior.

2.1.4 Transformational Leadership and Job Involvement

Bass et al. (2003) in Hayati et al. (2014) state that transformational leadership comprises four areas, including idealistic
influence, inspirational motivation, intellectual stimulation, and individual consideration. Individual consideration repre-
sents the attention and treatment provided by the superiors to the subordinates. Mubarak and Noor (2018) reveal that trans-
formational leadership has a positive effect on job involvement. Similar finding is discovered in the studies by Evelyn and
Hazel (2015); Engelbrecht et al. (2014); Othman et al. (2017); Ariyani & Hidayat (2018), Akanji et al. (2018); as well as
Ansari (2014). Thus, it is assumed that transformational leadership has a positive effect of on job involvement.
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2.1.5 Organizational Communication and Job Involvement

Locke (2009) states that communication is found in various forms, such as information, reference books, articles, newspa-
pers, announcements, reports and emails. It indicates participatory involvement, achieving organizational goals through
meetings, formal and informal discussions, negotiations, and sessions able to generate bright ideas or even encourage em-
ployees to achieve organizational objectives and develop relationships in the workplace (Locke, 2009). Business and Wesley
(2017) discover that communication has an effect on job involvement. A study by Balakrishnan (2013) verifies a correlation
between communication and job involvement utilizing five factors, namely: communication between superiors and subor-
dinates, quality information, the openness of the superiors, the opportunities of upward communication, and the availability
of communication. Thus, it is assumed that organizational communication has a positive effect on job involvement. Based
on the theoretical study and framework of thinking, the hypotheses in this study are formulated as follows:

Transformational leadership has a negative effect on employee withdrawal behavior;
Organizational communication has a negative effect on employee withdrawal behavior;
Job involvement has a negative effect on employee withdrawal behavior;
Transformational leadership has a positive effect on job involvement.

Organizational communication has a positive effect on job involvement.

arON~

Transformational Leadership (x)) H;

A H, Employee
| Job Involvementx3 | -Hs Withdrawal

v Hs Behavior (y)
| Organizational Communication (X») H,

Fig. 1. Constellation Model

3. Findings and discussion
3.1. Findings

Inferential analysis with structural equation modeling is conducted in Two Step Approach. The first step is to measure the
construct variables to form a latent variable with confirmatory factor analysis to obtain combined exogenous and exogenous
construct model with a good fit. The CFA model is acceptable should it has a good data validity and reliability. The second
step is testing the overall structural equation modeling by combining the measurement model and the structural model into
an acceptable full model to be analyzed and estimated. The model is considered fit should it meets the overall criteria of
goodness of fit and the criteria of the evaluation of structural model.

3.1.1 Measurement Model Test Results
1. Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) of Transformational Leadership (X1)

Based on the output of Goodness of Fit Test for Exogenous Construct Model, most criteria are in the category of good fit.
According to Ghozali (2012, p. 49), 4 - 5 criteria of goodness of fit are considered sufficient to assess the feasibility of a
model, provided that criteria of goodness of fit, namely absolute fit indices, incremental fit indices, and parsimony indices,
are utilized. Thus, it is concluded that Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Transformational
Leadership (X1) is acceptable or the results are in accordance with the model.

Table 2

Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Transformational Leadership (X1)
Absolut Fit Measure

Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
p-value (Sig.) >0.05 0.493 Good Fit
Chi-Square/df <3 0.905 Good fit
GFI >0.90 0.983 Good Fit
RMSEA <008 0000 Gand Fit
RMR <0.05 0.021 Good Fit

Incremental Fit Measure
Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
AGFI >0.90 0.961 Good Fit
CFI >0.90 1.000 Good Fit
IF1 >0.90 1.001 Good Fit
RFI >0.95 0.966 Good Fit

Parsimonious Fit Measure
PNFI Small 0.560 Good Fit
PGFI Approaching 1 0.437 Good fit
AIC <72.000 55.439 Good Fit

CAIC <229.343 142.852 Good Fit
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2. Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) of Organizational Communication (X2)

Table 3
Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Organizational Communication (X2)
Absolut Fit Measure

Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
p-value (Sig.) > 0.05 0.986 Good Fit
Chi-Square/df <3 0.520 Good Fit
GFI >0.90 0.986 Good Fit
RMSEA <0.08 0.000 Good Fit
RMR <0.05 0.014 Good Fit
Incremental Fit Measure

Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
AGFI >0.90 0.974 Good Fit
CFI >0.90 1.000 Good Fit
TF1 >0.90 1.029 Good Fit
RFI >0.95 0.955 Good Fit
Parsimonious Fit Measure

Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
PNFI Small 0.647 Good Fit
PGFI Approaching 1 0.538 Marginal Fit
AIC <110.000 65.601 Good Fit
CAIC <350.385 174.867 Good Fit

Based on the output of Goodness of Fit Test for Exogenous Construct Model, most criteria are in the category of good fit.
According to Ghozali (2012, p. 49), 4 - 5 criteria of goodness of fit are considered sufficient to assess the feasibility of a
model, provided that each criteria of goodness of fit, namely absolute fit indices, incremental fit indices, and parsimony
indices, is utilized. Thus, it is concluded that Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Organiza-
tional Communication (X2) is acceptable or the results are in accordance with the model.

3. Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) of Job Involvement (X3)

Based on the output of Goodness of Fit Test for Exogenous Construct Model, most criteria are in the category of good fit.
According to Ghozali (2012, p. 49), 4 - 5 criteria of goodness of fit are considered sufficient to assess the feasibility of a
model, provided that each criteria of goodness of fit, namely absolute fit indices, incremental fit indices, and parsimony
indices, is utilized. Thus, it is concluded that Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Job Involve-
ment (X3) is acceptable or the results are in accordance with the model.

Table 4
Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Job Involvement (X3)
Absolut Fit Measure
Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
p-value (Sig.) >0.05 0.252 Good Fit
Chi-Square/df <3 1.303 Good fit
GFI >0.90 0.988 Good Fit
RMSEA <0.08 0.038 Good Fit
RMR <0.05 0.017 Good Fit
Incremental Fit Measure
Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
AGFI >0.90 0.958 Good Fit
CFI >0.90 0.997 Good Fit
1F1 >0.90 0.997 Good Fit
RFI >0.95 0.964 Good Fit
Parsimonious Fit Measure
PNFI Small 0.394 Good Fit
PGFI Approaching 1 0.282 Marginal fit
AIC <42.000 37.821 Good Fit
CAIC <133.783 Good Fit

4. Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) of Withdrawal Behavior (Y)

Based on the output of Goodness of Fit Test for Exogenous Construct Model, most criteria are in the category of good fit.
According to Ghozali (2012, p. 49), 4 - 5 criteria of goodness of fit are considered sufficient to assess the feasibility of a
model, provided that each criteria of goodness of fit, namely absolute fit indices, incremental fit indices, and parsimony
indices, is utilized. Thus, it is concluded that Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Withdrawal
Behavior (Y) is acceptable or the results are in accordance with the model.
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Table 5
Goodness of Fit of Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA) Model of Withdrawal Behavior (Y)
Absolut Fit Measure

Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
p-value (Sig.) >0.05 0.251 Good fit
Chi-Square/df <3 1.159 Good Fit
GFI >0.90 0.968 Good Fit
RMSEA <0.08 0.027 Good Fit
RMR <0.05 0.027 Good Fit
Incremental Fit Measure
Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
AGFI >0.90 0.941 Good Fit
CFI >0.90 0.995 Good Fit
IF1 >0.90 0.995 Good Fit
RFI >0.95 0.949 Good Fit
Parsimonious Fit Measure
PNFI Small 0.644 Good Fit
PGFI Approaching 1 0.528 Marginal fit
AIC <110.000 84.783 Good Fit
CAIC <350.385 194.049 Good Fit

3.1.2 Full Structural Model Test Results (SEM)

To test the significance of the path coefficient the direct effect can be seen in the Path Coefficient table and C.R.
(t-value). Based on the results of Table 6, the estimated value of each parameter and the accuracy value of the model and the
CR value produce the following analysis: (1) Transformational leadership has a direct negative effect on employee withdrawal
behavior with the results of the analysis showing a significant estimated value (b = -0.444; p> 0.05; CR = -5.097) where the
direct effect is measured by CR values <-1.96 and CR > 1.96. (2) Organizational communication has a direct negative effect
on employee withdrawal behavior with the results of the analysis showing a significant estimated value (b = -0.264; p> 0.05;
CR = -3.167) where the direct effect is measured by CR values <-1.96 and CR > 1.96. (3) Job involvement has a direct
negative effect on employee withdrawal behavior with the results of the analysis showing a significant estimated value (b = -
0.298; p> 0.05; CR = -3.542) where the direct effect is measured by CR values <-1.96 and CR > 1.96. (4) Transformational
leadership has a direct positive effect on job involvement with the results of the analysis showing a significant estimation
value (b =-0.296; p> 0.05; CR = 3.455) where the direct effect is measured by CR values <-1.96 and CR> 1, 96. (5) Organi-
zational communication has a positive direct effect on job involvement with the results of the analysis showing a significant
estimation value (b =-0.266; p> 0.05; CR = 2.9) where the direct effect is measured by the CR value <-1.96 and CR> 1.96.

Table 6
Path Coefficient table and C.R. (t-value)
Standardized Unstandardized S.E. C.R. P
Estimate Estimate
Withdrawal Transformational e
Behavior Y = Leadership_X1 i b 029 R
Withdrawal Organizational
Behavior Y ~  Communication X2 -264 413 131 -3,167 002
Withdrawal_ «  Job_Involvement X3 -298 -308 087 3,542 wax
Behavior Y = =
Job_ Transformational .
Involvement X3 - Leadership_X1 296 326 094 3,455
Job Organizational
Involvement X3 - Communication X2 266 A03 139 2,901 004

Fig. 2. Full Structural Model (SEM)
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The previous picture shows that all values of loading factor analysis obtain > 0.05. It indicates that all observed indicators can
be used to measure each variable in this study. Table 7 presents the goodness of fit test of full model (SEM):

Table 7
Goodness of Fit Test of Full Model (SEM)
Absolut Fit Measure

Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
p-value (Sig.) >0.05 0.397 Good Fit
Chi-Square/df <3 1.015 Good fit
GFI >0.90 0.882 Marginal fit
RMSEA <0.08 0.008 Good fit
RMR <0.05 0.046 Good fit
Incremental Fit Measure
Goodness-of-Fit Cut-off Value Result Fit
AGFI >0.90 0.861 Marginal fit
CFI >0.90 0.997 Good fit
IFI >0.90 0.997 Good fit
RFI >0.95 0.835 Marginal fit
Parsimonious Fit Measure
PNFI Small 0.766 Marginal fit
PGFI Approaching 1 0.748 Good fit
AIC <1190.000 692.661 Good fit
CAIC <3790.530 1086.018 Good fit

Based on the output of Goodness of Fit Test for Full Model (SEM), most criteria are in the category of good fit. According
to Ghozali (2012, p. 49), 4 - 5 criteria of goodness of fit are considered sufficient to assess the feasibility of a model, provided
that all criteria of goodness of fit, namely absolute fit indices, incremental fit indices, and parsimony indices are utilized.
Thus, it is concluded that Goodness of Fit of Full Model (SEM) is acceptable or there is no significant difference between
the covariance matrix of the observed variable (construct) and the covariance matrix of the specified model. It shows that
the structural equation generated by the model can be used to explain the influence between exogenous variables and their
endogenous variables.

4. Discussion
1. Transformational Leadership Has a Negative Effect on Employee Withdrawal Behavior

It signifies that the effective leadership carried out by the leaderships or superiors of the Regional Secretariat of Southeast
Sulawesi shall lead to a decrease in the employee withdrawal at the Regional Secretariat of Southeast Sulawesi. It is under-
standable considering that effective leadership is essential to support the success of the organization, particularly in reducing
employee withdrawal. It is evident from the statement by Greenberg (2010) that withdrawal behavior is the lack of employee
commitment to the organization, reflected in the increasing desire of the employees to resign or absent. The employees with
a great commitment to the organization shall maintain their job and show positive behaviors regarding their duties (Green-
berg,2010). Based on the study by Tangkudung et al. (2015), leadership shows a coefficient value of 0.115, indicating that
each scale of 1 means an increase of leadership style by 0.115 to withdrawal behavior. It is also strengthened by the studies
by Rurkkhum and Bartlett (2018); Pravichai and Ariyabuddhiphongs (2018) and Hoel (2012) that transformational leadership
has a negative effect on withdrawal. The results of statistical tests further strengthen the theories explaining a negative effect
of transformational leadership on employee withdrawal.

2. Organizational Communication Has a Negative Effect on Employee Withdrawal Behavior

It means that communication carried out by the leaderships or superiors as well as fellow employees of the Regional Secre-
tariat of Southeast Sulawesi shall lead to a decrease in the employee withdrawal at the Regional Secretariat of Southeast
Sulawesi. It is understandable considering that communication is essential to support the success of the organization, partic-
ularly in reducing employee withdrawal. It is evident from the statement by Locke (2009) that communication is a balance
between the sender and receiver; between talking and listening; between what is said, how to say, and when it is expressed;
between related tasks and activities; between conveying the types of trust; between using formal and informal connections;
and between communicating with someone of the same age (if the said someone is a newcomer) and with someone with
experience. This balance applies to individuals, teams, departments, or organizations (Locke, 2009). Studies by Holley et al.
(2013) reveal that communication has an effect on withdrawal. Furthermore, Nwagbara et al. (2013) conclude that effective
communication needs to be improved to reduce employee withdrawals. The results of statistical tests further strengthen the
theories explaining a negative effect of organizational communication on employee withdrawal.

3. Job Involvement Has a Negative Effect on Employee Withdrawal

It signifies that job involvement carried out by employees of the Regional Secretariat of Southeast Sulawesi shall lead to the
decrease in employee withdrawal at the Regional Secretariat of Southeast Sulawesi. It is understandable considering that job
involvement is essential to support the success of the organization, particularly in reducing employee withdrawal. It refers
to the statement by Lachman and Diamant (2007) that various models of psychological process lead to withdrawal behavior,
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implying that job environment as well as reaction to the job environment may cause either withdrawal behavior or greater
focus in carrying out tasks in the organization (Lachman & Diamant, 2007). The job environment includes the indications
of conflict, variety of tasks, financial rewards, relationships with colleagues and participation. In this regard, work partici-
pation is an indicator of job involvement. A previous study by Tangkudung et al. (2015) prove that job involvement has an
effect on employee withdrawal behavior. This finding is strengthened by Erdil and Muceldili (2014) that employees avoiding
job involvement eventually show withdrawal behavior and apathy towards the organization. Meanwhile, Berry and Morris
(2008) reveal that high productivity is an important key for employees in the workplace. By understanding the employees
better, HR development division is able to notice employee withdrawal behavior and the effect of job involvement on the
apathy of employees more easily in order to involve the employees in carrying out tasks (Berry & Morris, 2008). Job in-
volvement is described by Razzaq (2014) as psychological identification connected to the work and its related image. It
indicates a correlation between job involvement and work performance. Employees with high motivation, commitment and
job involvement show a lack of desire to withdraw from the organization (Razzaq, 2014). Zopiatis et al. (2014) discover an
indirect effect of job involvement on withdrawal through job satisfaction. A similar finding is concluded by Gupta and
Shaheen (2017) that the organization may contribute to the boredom and loss of enthusiasm of the employees. The results
of statistical tests further strengthen the theories explaining a negative effect of job involvement on employee withdrawal.

4. Transformational Leadership Has a Positive Effect on Job Involvement

It means that effective leadership carried out by superiors or leaderships of the Regional Secretariat of Southeast Sulawesi
shall lead to the increase in job involvement of employees at the Regional Secretariat of Southeast Sulawesi. It is understand-
able considering that effective leadership is essential to support the success of the organization, particularly in increasing
employee involvement. It is evident from the statement by Bass et al (2003) in Hayati, Charkhabi and Naami transformational
leadership comprises four areas, including idealistic influence, inspirational motivation, intellectual stimulation, and individ-
ual consideration. Individual consideration represents the attention and treatment provided by the superiors to the subordi-
nates (Hayati et al., 2014). Mubarak and Noor (2017) reveal that effective leadership has a role in increasing job involvement.
Thus, leadership has a strong positive correlation with job involvement (Mubarak and Noor, 2018). A study by Evelyn (2015)
reveals the effect of transformational leadership on job involvement. Similar findings are discovered in the studies by: En-
gelbrecht, Heine, Mahembe, and Africa (2014); Othman, Hamzah, and Abas (2017); Ariyani & Hidayat (2018), Akanji,
Ajonbadi, and Mojeed-sanni (2018); as well as Malik and Ansari (2014). The results of statistical tests further strengthen the
theories explaining a positive effect of transformational leadership on job involvement.

5. Organizational Communication Has a Positive Effect on Job Involvement

It signifies that organizational communication carried out by the superiors or leaderships of the Regional Secretariat of South-
east Sulawesi shall lead to the increase in job involvement of employees at the Regional Secretariat of Southeast Sulawesi.
It is understandable considering that effective communication is essential to support the success of the organization, particu-
larly in increasing employee involvement. It is supported by Locke (2009) stating that communication is found in various
forms, such as information, reference books, articles, newspapers, announcements, reports and emails. It indicates participa-
tory involvement, achieving organizational goals through meetings, formal and informal discussions, negotiations, and ses-
sions able to generate bright ideas or even encourage employees to achieve organizational objectives and develop relation-
ships in the workplace (Locke, 2009). Business and Wesley (2017) discover that communication has an effect on job involve-
ment. A study by Balakrishnan (2013) verifies a correlation between communication and job involvement utilizing five fac-
tors, namely: communication between superiors and subordinates, quality information, the openness of the superiors, the
opportunities of upward communication, and the availability of communication. The results of statistical tests further
strengthen the theories explaining a positive effect of communication on job involvement.

5. Conclusion and suggestions
4.1. Conclusion

The improvement of the characteristics of leaderships in carrying out their roles and functions as superiors shall decrease
employee withdrawal behavior in the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi. Improvement of the character of
transformational leadership characterized by positive attitude possessed by the leaders will cause a decrease in the level of
withdrawal of employees. The improvement of organizational communication in the implementation of Main Duties and
Functions by employees shall decrease employee withdrawal behavior in the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi.
Improvement of organizational communication marked by the existence of good communication between leaders and
subordinates at work will led to a decrease in the level of withdrawal of employees. The improvement of job involvement in
the implementation of Main Duties and Functions by employees shall decrease employee withdrawal behavior in the Regional
Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi. Improvement of job involvement which is marked by the positive attitudes possessed
by every employee in the organization both of the leadership and subordinate elements will cause a decrease in the level of
withdrawal of employees. The improvement of the characteristics of leaderships in carrying out their roles and functions as
superiors shall increase employee involvement in the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi. Improvement of
transformational leadership marked by positive attitudes applied by superiors or leaders such as superiors provide direction
to subordinates in carrying out tasks, principal and its function will lead to an increase in employee job invovement. The
improvement of organizational communication in the implementation of Main Duties and Functions by employees shall
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increase employee job involvement in the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi. Improvement of organizational
communication marked by good communication between leaders and subordinates and good attitude to be a speaker and
listener will cause increased job involvement in the employees.

4.2. Suggestions

The Provincial Government of Southeast Sulawesi is expected to consider the application of policies in an effort to reduce
employee withdrawal in the Regional Secretariat of the Southeast Sulawesi, including: First, the need to improve guidance
on the characteristics of leaderships for all Heads of Regional Apparatus Organizations through education and training,
Technical Guidance, Forum Group Discussion, as well as Seminar related to Transformational Leadership to assist the lead-
erships in discovering the tips to provide a positive motivation and influence for employees at their respective work units.
Second, the need to improve good communication between all elements through work meetings, coordination, discussion
groups, monitoring and evaluation. Third, the need to increase the intensity of work involvement of all employees in an
equitable manner in accordance with the standard operational procedures for the distribution of main duties and functions in
order to increase self-confidence and motivation as well as decrease employee withdrawal in the Regional Secretariat of
Southeast Sulawesi.
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